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Missouri Fox Trotter Youth Camp 2005
People are drawn to horses. Time and time again young adults discover their love of
horses.
The European Missouri Fox Trotter Association has been promoting this breed to the
youngsters of Europe for several years. People who have ridden the Fox Trotter on a trail
are enthusiastic and will not forget this experience.
Eight girls between the ages of eight and sixteen, all members of the EMFTHA,accepted
the Miller-Ranch's invitation for a youth camp. They were joined by four children,three
girls and a boy, from Arizona. The center of attraction is the training of Fox Trotters.
This group of Fox Trotters are two years old and it includes two stallions.
Children are learning how to ride young horses using the natural horsemanship method.
Here they are in the Miller-Ranch's round pen. Youngsters using this method can bring
their horses under saddle within a few hours. The first steps are done here in the arena.
Skyriding, stickriding, on the ground, follow me, or circling, everybody is trying to show
what they have learned.
The kids in the round pen have started riding most horses shown here only one or two
days ago.
Everybody works with their horse. Some are already able to ride their newly broken
horse in a gallop with just a rope or stick as a control.
Young horses and young people have fun with each other. The children can communicate
well with the young horses whether on the ground or in the walk, riding a fox trot or loop,
under saddle or bareback.
Freestyle is the first part of the training at the Miller-Ranch before the bits are added.
The stop can be achieved well with a whoa or a little bending and a touch at the horse’s
neck.
What is Arizona without a trail ride? Hardly any other State in the USA can offer so
many beautiful possibilities to ride. The possibilities in Europe are very limited.
One of the most beautiful trails in Arizona is the ride into the Secret Canyon near Sedona.
The Missouri Fox Trotter can show their ability on this trail.
The ranger we met did not think we would make it far because the trail first had to be
repaired. He underestimated the Missouri Fox Trotter and the expertise of our kids.
The trail has been washed away last winter at many locations, but time and time again
our mountain horses cross though water.
The scenery in the Secret Canyon is impressive. Huge ponderosa trees grow in the
canyon and overhanging branches and gravel make this a physically demanding tour for
rider and horse.
This water must be crossed often.
We make a stop at this little waterfall before starting our return trip. The water ripples all
over the Secret Canyon this time of year.
We have a short break before we begin our return trip. There is only one trail in and out
of the canyon.

Nothing can stop our young riders with their experienced Fox Trotters from the MillerRanch. Sometimes a way through seems impossible but the kids and their Fox Trotters
always find one.
The youngest of the group, eight year old Charleen, is finding her way with Traveler’s
Pumkin.
Impressive’s Gaucho and Kasy are trying to cover the ground with a jump.
Often there is no sign of the trail. Here there is only gravel and a water hole but the young
riders with their Fox Trotters are making their way as if they are riding such trails every
day.
The young girls from Europe have their own Fox Trotters at home, but only after riding
this trail do they understand what their horses can achieve.
Proud and without a scratch horse and rider return from this wonderful trail.
We miscounted and were short one saddle. John Parry had to ride bareback on the stallion
Pancho's Playboy. No problem for John and Pancho.
Everybody shows what they learned at the end of the seminar. Each person selects an
exercise from the program.
Sandra Weimann demonstrates skyriding with her mare Panchos La Paloma. She is a
very talented rider and broke in on her own this 2 year old mare. They are a good team
after only three days. La Paloma is a very intelligent and lively mare. She does not allow
big mistakes and Sandra did not have an easy task. She solved this assignment well.
Steffi Weimann has the only QH in the group. The young mare has just turned two and
was still in the pasture a couple of days ago. It was almost impossible to put a halter on
her.
Steffi shows follow me on the ground as well as sky and stick riding.
She is not far away from being able to freestyle with this mare. It was an excellent
performance in such a short week.
The mare stops with a short whoa and a caress. This is a good beginning for further
training.
Stepanie and Mo Travis Lauretta are demonstrating follow me. The mare is following on
the spot. Lauretta was broken a year ago but it is a tradition at the Miller-Raunch to rest
horses for one year in the pasture. Lauretta is a restart and Stephanie solved this
assignment in an excellent manner.
Jacqueline is shown with her two year old, Velvet’s Lucia. This is an especially good
performance. This small but self-willed mare was not an easy task for Jaqueline, who
would improve herself during this week. She had fun with Lucia. Both are now a very
good team.
Anna did not have any problems with the young two year old stallion, Pancho’s Don
Carlos, with the exception that the stallion inherited it's easy going nature from his father
and took everything with a great calmness. Carlos cannot be called hard working. Anna
solved her task very nicely.

Julia Schaefer is demonstrating, with the three year old Velvet’s Papagena, what she has
learned. She will take these skills back home and practice this knowledge with her mare
in Germany ,Velvet’s Momo. Papagena is also a restart. She was broken in a year ago
and rested for the year in the pasture.
The results from this camp vindicate natural horsemanship as the training method of the
Miller-Ranch. It also demonstrates the engagement and talent of the children and the
sociable character of the Missouri Fox Trotter.
Arizona without cattle? Impossible! A ranch needs cattle and horses for it's work.
The Fox Trotter's nicknames are Cowboy's Cadillac and Cowboy's Rolls Royce because
of their comfort while riding and their cow sense.
It was fun for the Fox Trotters and kids to separate an animal from the herd and drive it
into the pen. This is part of the ranch horse test and a competition has been held in Ava
for the last two years.
Almost all our students stay under the two minutes regulated for the competition. The
best result was twenty three seconds. Hurrah!

