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Through the Monument Valley on the back of a Missouri Fox Trotter
This is indeed the land of the Navajo Indians. At the first glance this land seems to be a
dry, dusty and desolated desert – and it is a desert, but surrounded by life. The Navajo
Indians live here in their own world; they found families and watch over sheep. There is
water, trees and flowers.
Centuries ago this area was inhabited by the Anazasi Indians; one can find traces from
them all over. In those days small adobe rooms were used like our modern refrigerators to
store food and as a protection against weather and animals.
The Navajos came from the North in the 15th century and took this land from the Hopis,
Zunis and Pueblos.
In 1938 Hollywood found out with amazement, that there is indeed still a “Wild West”
with living Indians amidst. The movie “Stagecoach” was made here and a young actor
with the name of John Wayne became a star.
Today the Monument Valley attracts tourist from all over the world. But it is an area,
which the white man can visit just at the borderline. Lothar Rowe from the MillerRanch has made an exception possible.
Because of a special invitation from a Navajo family he can enter the reservation with his
horses and camp directly in the Valley.
The first few days the Miller-Ranch group ride with their Fox Trotters in the Monument
Valley and then the group is led further into Navajo land.
From the camp the trail leads to Hunts Mesa. From there one can enjoy a most wonderful
view into the whole Valley. It is an impression like from a wonderful painting. In
Combridge the trailer is waiting for the group.
Today they made 40 miles with the Fox Trotters through deep sand and over hedge and
ditch. One often thought the horses will sink into the high, shifting sand dunes. Unknown
to the average tourist are the Copper Mountains. It is where the St. Juan winds along to
help the Colorado filling Lake Powell with water. The Copper Mountains or the land of
the “Burros”, that is the name given to the wild donkeys.
On and of one is meeting the ”long ears” in this area and they are apparently surprised to
meet horses here on their paths.
The “mountain goats”- as the riders describe their Missouri Fox Trotters with love- also
have no problem at all. Sure-footed and dexterous they climb the steep paths and even the

smallest donkey paths along the mountains are no problem for them. But from time to
time the riders have to take a deep breath.
In the Copper Mountains one can see traces of our earths history. Here the earth was
boiling. Nothing grows here, no tree, no plant or bush. You have the feeling like riding on
the Moon or Mars. Each day of this trip is an impressive adventure. But it was the small
ridge along the Copper Mountains, which made the pulse go high.
The Fox Trotters looked at it the cool way, if a “Burro” can do it, we can do it.
This tour is a classic with the Miller-Ranch. All guests and friends of the Miller-Ranch
are enthusiastic about this ride in the Monument Valley and along the St. Juan.
This ride is uniquely put together and no other outfitter is offering something like this,
some trails, which we ride with the Fox Trotters, have nether seen a white man besides
our guests from the Miller-Ranch. The trail lasts for 10 days and to all guests who did it,
these 10 days are unforgettable in this unique environment and certainly everyone will
remember the Missouri Fox Trotters.

